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EBERT DAIRY
ENTERPRISES LLC

Ebert Dairy Enterprises LLC 
N6939 County Hwy D 
Algoma, Wisconsin 54201

Owner(s) / Operator(s):  Randall L. Ebert

Federal USDA Subsidies 1995-2012:  Randall L. Ebert - $ 1,184,183 

Facility Description:  Industrial dairy complex permitted to confine approximately 5,714 animals 
(2,992 milking and dry cows, 2,324 heifers, and 398 calves) under Wisconsin Permit WI-0062235 (last 
issued 1/8/2014). Liquefied manure and dairy wastewater is currently stored in one metal Slurrystore 
© structure, two concrete waste pits and two earthen waste pits, permitted to contain approximate-
ly 41 million gallons. The former Duescher Legendairy Farms confinement facility is now currently 
owned and operated by and permitted to Randall L. Ebert (dba Ebert Dairy Enterprises LLC).

Sources:  Compliance data is compiled from file excerpts of the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (WDNR). Federal subsidy data is from USDA records assembled by the Environmental 
Working Group. Aerial image is from Google Earth ©.
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06.25.14

Correspondence from WDNR Environmental Enforcement Specialist Anne 
Van Grinsven to Randall Ebert, Subject: Notice of Violation: “This Notice of 
Violation is based on a Site inspection on April 8, 2014 (Inspection), review of doc-
umentation, and several conversations with Ebert Dairy. During the Inspection, 
the Department determined Ebert land applied solid manure on the Longfellow 
West Field within approximately 150 from an intermittent stream on snow covered 
ground during the month of January 2014. According to the Permit, no land appli-
cation on frozen or snow covered ground is to occur within 600 feet of an intermit-
tent stream… In addition, solid manure was land applied within 0 to 100 feet of a 
mapped wetland on snow covered ground during the month of January 2014. Ac-
cording to the Permit, no land application on frozen or snow covered ground is to 
occur within 400 feet of a wetland. The Longfellow West field has >  6 to 9% slope.

Upon review of land application documentation submitted by Ebert Dairy, the De-
partment believes Ebert land applied frozen liquid manure on the DB and LA fields 
during the months of December 2013 and January 2014. According to the Permit, 
no land application on frozen or snow covered ground is to occur on fields with 
greater than 6% slopes. The DB and LA fields have greater than 6% slopes.

Ebert Dairy land applied the LA and DB fields with frozen liquid manure without 
first obtaining Department approval or listing the fields in Ebert Dairy’s approved 
nutrient management plan.

During the Inspection, the Department observed a brown colored discharge leav-
ing the Longfellow West field. The Department collected a water sample of the 
discharge and had it analyzed for bacteria and nutrients, parameters indicative of 
a manure discharge. Sample results indicate manure discharges off the Longfellow 
West field. Ebert’s failed to comply with all land application restrictions as indicat-
ed above.”

04.08.14

Email from Kewaunee County Land & Water Conservation Department Soil 
Specialist Paul Fredrich to WDNR Agricultural Runoff Management Specialist 
Danielle Block, Subject: Ebert: “We took a look at the hole on Ebert’s land. It is 
near a surface inlet as the picture shows. There is a culvert by the surface inlet that 
flows north and joins a large waterway. I believe this is a tile blowout.”

SRAP comment: This is in response to a citizen complaint and photo of a large hole 
that had opened in a permitted Ebert Dairy manure application field. 

03.07.14
A Contested Case Petition for Review was filed against the WDNR by McGilli-
vray, Westerberg & Bender LLC and Environmental Integrity Project on behalf 
of 10 petitioners impacted by the operations of Ebert Dairy Enterprises LLC.

01.08.14 The renewal of Ebert Enterprises LLC’s state operating permit is issued by 
WDNR, permitting future expansion of the operation.
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09.05.13
A public hearing was held by WDNR in Kewaunee County to hear public com-
ments regarding a proposed draft for renewal of Ebert Enterprises LLC’s state 
operating permit, allowing future expansion of the operation.

11.13.12

Correspondence from WDNR Agricultural Runoff Management Specialist 
Danielle Block to Randy Ebert, Subject: Notice of Noncompliance – Manure 
runoff from land application site: “On November, 5, 2012 Randy Ebert, owner of 
Ebert Enterprises LLC, reported a manure runoff incident from a land application 
site. A Department of Natural Resources staff [sic] inspected the field identified as 
SK2 in Ebert Enterprises [sic] nutrient management plan to confirm the violation. 
The inspection revealed that surface applied manure had run off the intended land 
application site. The manure left Field SK1 via a road culvert and entered the prop-
erty of Scott and Deborah Kliment… As we discussed with you by phone, you need 
to take action to ensure this does not happen again.”  

WDNR comment: The manure on the Kliment property “was cleaned up using 
five-gallon buckets by working hands from the Ebert Dairy farm.”

03.25.09

Correspondence from WDNR Environmental Enforcement Specialist Ms. Pol-
czinski to Randy Ebert, Subject: March 11, 2009 Correspondence: “This letter 
is a follow-up to a March 11, 2009, letter submitted on your behalf by Conesto-
ga-Rovers & Associates regarding removal of fill in three small wetland areas on 
property owned by Ebert Dairy Enterprise LLC (Ebert).

According to your letter, the fields where these wetlands are located are currently 
planted in winter crop and, following harvest of the winter crop, will be planted no-
till to corn. After the corn is harvested in mid-September, Ebert intends to begin 
removing the fill from the wetlands and complete restoration by Nov. 1, 2009.”

01.22.09

Correspondence from WDNR Environmental Enforcement Specialist Judy Pol-
czinski to Randy Ebert, Subject: Notice of Violation, Chapters 281 & 283, Wis. 
Statutes: “On Sept. 18, 2008, the Department conducted a compliance inspection 
of Ebert for renewal of the Permit (the Inspection). A number of compliance con-
cerns associated with the Permit and areas of wetland fill were identified during the 
Inspection and subsequent file review.

The Inspection revealed that runoff associated with the separated sand stacking 
area and the overflow pipe from the feed leachate area sump (both located at the 
Main Farm) was discharging directly to a mapped pond and wetland complex that 
are waters of the state.

A summary letter of the Inspection was sent to Ebert on Nov. 6, 2008. In it the De-
partment requested a status update by Dec. 1, 2008, regarding how Ebert was going 
to temporarily control further discharge from the separated sand stacking area and 
feed leachate area at the Main Farm to the mapped pond and wetland

(continued on the next page)
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(continued from the previous page)

complex. The letter also requested Ebert to provide a proposed timeline for instal-
lation of permanent controls. In phone conversations on Dec. 9, 2008, and on Jan. 
5, 2009, Mr. Randall Ebert told the Department that the information would be sent 
soon. To date, the Department has not received the requested information. 

The Inspection revealed that Ebert did not have a pump installed in the feed leach-
ate control structure at the Main Farm feed leachate sump. Instead, the system was 
utilizing the overflow pipe and discharging directly to a mapped pond and wetland 
complex. The Nov. 6, 2008, Inspection summary letter requested a status update 
by Dec. 1, 2008, regarding how Ebert was going to temporarily control further 
discharge from the separated sand stacking area and feed leachate area at the Main 
Farm to the mapped pond and wetland complex. To date, the Department has not 
received the requested information.

The Inspection revealed that Ebert was constructing a filter strip at the Heifer Farm 
to direct runoff associated with both barnyard concrete feedlots to a wet area in the 
pasture. The Nov. 6, 2008, Inspection summary letter requested as-built documen-
tation for the then-current runoff controls at the Heifer Farm as well as a timeline 
for when plans and specifications for the new construction would be submitted. 
The information was requested by Dec. 1, 2008. To date, the Department has not 
received the requested information.

Based on information received during the Inspection and in subsequent contacts 
with Ebert on Nov.19, 2008, and the NRCS on Nov. 24, 2008, the Department be-
lieves soil has been placed into two isolated wetlands north of the Main Farm. 
Ebert has not applied for nor has the Department issued water quality certification 
for the fill in wetlands. In correspondence dated Dec. 15, 2008, the Department 
requested a plan for voluntary removal of the fill by Jan. 9, 2009. To date, the De-
partment has not received the requested response.”

06.20.08

WDNR Substance Release Notification Report: “The tractor towing a liquid ma-
nure tanker was traveling north bound on CTH D. At about 1/10 mile north of 
CTH D the full trailer began sway [sic] back and forth on the roadway. The right 
side trailer tires went off the paved portion of the roadway into the steep ditch 
causing the tractor operator to loose [sic] control. The tanker rolled over in the 
field… about 4,000 gallons of liquid manure was spilled into the cut alfalfa field 
adjacent to the ditch… The ditch was damed [sic] on both the north and south 
ends of the contaminated area to prevent the manure from flowing further in the 
ditch. John R. Renier Sanitation was hired to vacuum the manure out of the ditch.”
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11.09.07

Unattributed memo in the Ebert Enterprises LLC file: [Typewritten Notes] 
“Ebert complaint – 11-9-07 Kewaunee county [sic]. Filled in area with concrete 
chunks, then gravel, in marsh area. (deer living in area, about ½ acre). 8 dump 
loads of gravel – not spread out yet. Ponding [of liquid manure]. Not sure if run-
ning off field. Though running into low spots. Concerned about well being [sic] 
(along with another neighbor). Applied liquid to field and then solid on top of that. 
Applied all day and all night for 4 days.”

[Handwritten Notes] “F/U [follow-up?] – pics saved to Ebert’s file. Definite pond-
ing, explained this wasn’t OK & should be incorp. [incorporated, tilled in] imme-
diately (48 or 72 h) [sic] depending on what permit says. Concerned that setbacks 
aren’t being followed (see pictures) – didn’t discuss w/ him – should follow up.” 

SRAP comment: There were no other file records found regarding the complaint indi-
cating follow-up enforcement or the imposition of fines or penalties.
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Erosion from a manure-application field in Kewaunee County. 
Photo Credit: Kewaunee CARES


