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FOREWARD
Citizens living near concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) work hard to find accountabil-
ity for the extreme pollution that has saturated the land, air and water. Their right to work toward 
democratically created land use goals all but disappeared in 2004 when lawmakers passed the Live-
stock Facility Siting Law despite great opposition from their own constituents.

We’re told the technical standards governing livestock factories are vigorous and designed to turn 
animal waste in to a valued asset. Why then are an unacceptable number of rural wells and too many 
of our public waters tainted by a toxic soup? Liquid animal waste, laced with industrial chemicals, 
manure from animals pumped full of hormones and antibiotics to manage disease in crowded con-
finement facilities is spread untreated throughout the landscape.  Antibiotic resistant pathogens are 
teeming in the toxic pools that store up 
to 100 million gallons of liquid manure 
per facility.  Industry has referred to 
this waste as liquid gold.

In a time when extreme weather events 
are becoming more frequent and less 
predictable, the manure lagoons reg-
ularly have “spills” and “accidents.”  
Structures storing millions and mil-
lions of gallons of waste are construct-
ed with technical standards based in 
out-of-date precipitation data. The 
Livestock Facility Siting Law has fueled 
exponential growth in the number of CAFOs, mirrored by a parallel decline in regulatory staff.  Public 
servants with larger workloads, fewer resources and little autonomy to base determinations in sound 
science are charged with issuing, monitoring and enforcing permits to prevent public health prob-
lems caused by massive pollution from industrial dairies.

This report includes critical information compiled by hundreds of hours of combing through records 
not readily available to the people who need it most. All the hard 
working neighbors of Wisconsin who monitor water quality, watch-
dog rogue discharges of pollution and educate their communities 
are better off for the generous attention of the Socially Responsible 
Agricultural Project (SRAP), as a loyal and generous partner, advo-
cate and teacher for Wisconsin families who’ve suffered the many 
impacts of industrial dairies.
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Kimberlee Wright was born and raised in central Illinois.  Living where Abraham 

Lincoln first practiced law inspired Kimberlee to value and strive for social justice.  
She was introduced to the wonders of the natural world by her grandmother, a 
master gardener and naturalist.
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