
 
 
Plans to construct chicken growing houses are withdrawn 
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Allan Parrish withdrew his zoning permit application for building four chicken houses during a 
Zoning Commission meeting on Monday night. Parrish intended to build four chicken houses at 
a location approximately one mile north of the Sterling community. However, after reviewing 
costs, he decided it wasn’t going to be feasible.  
  
The withdrawal of the zoning permit application was announced after the Zoning Commission 
had heard comments from the public about changing the Village of Sterling’s Zoning Ordinance 
from Traditional Agriculture to Transitional Agriculture. The intent of Transitional Agriculture 
District is to preserve agricultural resources that are compatible with adjacent community and 
urban areas.  
  
CH Hagstrom said he’s listened to village board members and heard others express what 
benefit this project has for the community, most often the response is “economic 
development” or “economic benefits,” citing an estimated $10,000 increase in tax revenue to 
the school. According to Sterling Schools Superintendent Ryan Knippelmeyer, the Zoning 
Administrator used that figure when announcing the proposed project at the February 2017 
school board meeting.  
  
Hagstrom said, “To put that in perspective, the annual per pupil cost for the Sterling Public 
Schools according to the Superintendent is between $11,000 and $12,000. That 10,000 tax 
revenue increase, although very welcome is less than the cost to serve one student for year. 
Except for that, no tax revenue increase goes directly to the village. 
  
This article from The Appraisal Journal, an official publication of the Appraisal Institute 
summarizes how large animal feeding operations adversely affect the value of residential 
properties located near facilities such as the one proposed here. Hagstrom also mentioned that 
he had a transcript of the presentation Dr. John Ikerd gave at the school gymnasium on 
Saturday night with 50 Sterling residents in attendance. Dr. Ikerd’s presentation dealt with 
adverse public health effects of the chicken growing houses as well as other topics.  
  
Hagstrom met with the Johnson County Commissioners and asked for their input on the effect 
the increase in truck traffic would have on county maintained roads, specifically 734 Road and 
611 Avenue. The Commissioners said it would be a concern. Hagstrom also relayed the question 
about truck traffic to Johnson County Sheriff Scott Walton.  
  



According to Hagstrom, Sheriff Walton said the left and right turns a large truck would have to 
make entering and leaving the proposed site would consist of dangerous moves and should be 
a concern. 
  
Hagstrom also addressed the fact that parts of the Zoning Book are incomplete, out of date or 
missing. Hagstrom recommended that the Zoning Book have complete records of previous 
actions, accurate documentation, up-to-date maps and amendments and clear guidelines for 
administering the process. Hagstrom recommended that the issue about the zoning ordinance 
and building permit for the chicken houses are tabled until the Zoning Book, Comprehensive 
Plan and Zoning Ordinances are in order.  
  
Ed He-men of Sterling said he had no problem with building the chicken houses the 20 acres of 
land located one mile north of Sterling. 
  
Jim Erickson of Sterling said he was in favor of rezoning the area to Transitional to provide other 
young farmers an opportunity to grow other livestock in the area as a way to have a productive 
farming operation.  
  
Emily Skillett of Lincoln, spoke as a representative of the Zoning and Economic Development 
Corporation. She discussed the fact that because of new technology the chicken houses that are 
built today have minimal odor and create an increase in property value. She added that poultry 
and other livestock production bring young people into the community and these young people 
contribute to the local economy.  
  
Carolyn Weber said that there is no guarantee there will be any ill effects from the chicken 
houses and she felt that was unfair to the neighbors, community and school.  
  
One attendee expressed concerns about the flow of the wastewater into the river or the Village 
of Sterling’s water supply.  
  
Michelle Boden discussed the treatment of the chickens confined in these growing houses. 
  
Dennis Heusman said the standpipe at the city park is used as a back up well and water 
drainage into Tickle Tail Creek would have to be addressed.  
  
Justine Pesch of the Nebraska Farm Bureau said there is a lot of poultry production in Johnson 
County, which is something to be proud of. The technology in the chicken houses are state of 
the art and have very strict guidelines in order to produce the best quality product possible. 
  
Later Marj Hagstrom spoke up and said that she and CH have nothing against agriculture or the 
construction of chicken growing houses. “Our concern is location,” she said.  
  
Diana Podtburg also said the location for these chicken houses is a bad one. She also said that if 
the zoning ordinance is changed, then anything else can come in and nothing could be done 



about it. Podtburg thought the location of the chicken houses were going to be too close to the 
Sterling community. 
  
Erica Warner, Allen Parrish’s girl friend said that being in the poultry industry is something that 
Allen doesn’t want to do.  
  
The hearing on the zoning changes was closed.  
  
Roger Huls informed Mrs. Meyer that she didn’t need a building permit because her facility was 
less than 100 square feet.  
  
The Commission approved Joe Pella’s recommendation for property owners having a vacant lot 
or house demolition can recover the costs of their water and sewer bills in 2019.  
  
Ashley Moss, a board member for Sterling’s Zoning Commission, said she contacted JEO 
Consultants for updating the zoning book, but never received a reply on this information yet. 
Moss and Jordan will review the two zoning books and highlight discrepancies so the Zoning 
Book can be updated in the near future. The meeting adjourned.  
 


