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Adams County Farmers & Residents Challenge Planned 5,000-Head Swine CAFO 

Industrial-sized hog operation threatens organic farm & risks environmental & public health;  
A public meeting to address the project is this Thursday, 9/20 

 
ADAMS COUNTY, IL––SEPTEMBER 18, 2018––Save Adams County (SAC), a coalition of local farmers and 
residents, have organized to oppose a planned 5,000-head concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO) for 
their county. The proposed industrial-sized operation, County Line Swine, would be sited adjacent to a 
successful certified organic farm and near Adams County residents who have pre-existing health problems that 
would be impacted by the massive animal confinement.  
 
This critical community issue will be taken up in a public information meeting by the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture at the request of the Adams County Board on Thursday, 9/20 at the Adams County Courthouse. 
 
SAC is being assisted by the national nonprofit Socially Responsible Agricultural Project (SRAP) and the statewide 
coalition Illinois Citizens for Clean Air and Water (ICCAW).  
 
"The massive amount of urine and feces, dead animals, gases, airborne particulates, drugs, viruses and bacteria 
from the barns and manure application sites can have an enormous negative impact on the health and quality of 
life of nearby communities,” said Karen Hudson, a SRAP regional representative, Illinois farmer and cofounder of 
ICCAW. “This unlivable situation needs to be addressed with stronger regulations.”   
 
SAC is concerned how the massive project will change their neighborhood, stressing the harsh impacts many 
Illinois communities experience due to hog operations, and the fact that Adams County is already saturated with 
CAFOs. 
 
“Enough is enough. We expect the elected officials on our County Board to listen to the residents who have 
invested their heart and soul in this area,” said farmer Crystal Clair, the nearest resident to the project. “Once 
they will witness just how many longtime residents in our community oppose this unsustainable project, maybe 
they’ll take the future of this county more seriously.” 
 
Clair, who is currently battling cancer, and her husband own and operate a successful certified organic farming 
operation complete with an on-site lake that supplies water to sustain their business. The untreated raw manure 
from County Line Swine will be disposed on fields adjacent to their farm and could easily drain directly into their 
water supply due to drainage tiles have been laid from the CAFO site toward the lake.  
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Also, peer-reviewed research shows exposure to air contaminants generated by hog confinement facilities harm 
the respiratory and immune system functions, especially for those with compromised immune systems. Given 
Clair’s cancer, the siting of the CAFO so close to her home and farm could be deadly.   
 
“This community is well aware of the numerous loopholes in Illinois law that bypass transparency, allow 
frequent CAFO expansions, and that prohibit local control. These deficiencies make Illinois a magnet for this 
industrial animal production model,” stated SRAP’s Hudson. 
 
Diane Ward, an Illinois farmer who was forced to move after a CAFO located adjacent to her family’s property 
plans to attend Thursday’s public meeting. 
 
“It’s crucial that disenfranchised farmers and residents hear the real truth about the damage CAFOs bring when 
they locate in our rural communities,” said Ward. “I’m here as a living example of a farmer affected by this 
loosely regulated model of livestock production.”  
 

### 
 
WHAT:   Illinois Department of Agriculture public information meeting  

WHEN:  Thursday, September 20, 2018 | 6:00pm 

WHERE: Adams County Courthouse, Adams County Board Room 
  507 Vermont Street, Quincy, IL 62301 
  

### 
 
About Illinois Citizens for Clean Air & Water (ICCAW) 
Illinois Citizens for Clean Air and Water, a state-wide coalition of family farmers and community groups 
advocating for sound policies and practices that protect the environment, human health, and rural quality of life 
from the impacts of large-scale, industrialized livestock production facilities in Illinois. For more information 
about ICCAW, please go to www.iccaw.org. 
  
About Socially Responsible Agricultural Project (SRAP) 
Socially Responsible Agricultural Project provides free, professional assistance to communities working to 
protect themselves from factory farms and their impact on local communities and populations, and to those 
who are trying to reclaim agriculture by producing and marketing sustainable agricultural goods.  More 
information can be found at www.sraproject.org. 
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