
Letter from Concerned Neighbors and Farmers of Mercer County 

 
The Concerned Neighbors and Farmers of Mercer County (CNFMC) coalition stands 
opposed to the swine facility proposal along 270th Street just south of Viola in Mercer 
County Illinois. It will be located in close proximity to over twenty area families in rural 
residences and on existing farms.  
 
CAFOs have direct environmental, social, economic, and public health impacts that are not 
mitigated by our current Illinois livestock law.  We are concerned about the spread of 
infectious disease to Illinois communities, health impacts from groundwater and surface 
water pollution, and the health and social impacts from odors and air pollution.  
 
This CAFO will be free to expand every two years up to fifty percent of its fixed capital cost 
without consideration the existing property owners in the area. Thus loophole in Illinois 
law threatens the health and welfare of neighbors in the community near this building site.  
 
Do to frequent errors commonly found in notices of intent to construct in Illinois our 
coalition requests that the IDOA produce an unbiased professional measurement of the 
actual setback distance from the nearest residence to the corner of the facility.  
 
A collection of case histories and studies also demonstrate that property values decline 
near CAFOs. In Illinois, a facility may expand up to 50% of its  fixed capital cost every two 
years which leaves Mercer County residents at risk of further property devaluation from 
this CAFO.  
 
The infrastructure in the area near Viola is not compatible with additional heavy truck 
traffic that will be incurred by construction vehicles and animals and feed delivery trucks. 
Other areas in Illinois have recently shouldered the externalized costs of road damage and 
repairs where CAFOs have located. Roads near the site are narrow and often restricted to 
one lane traffic which may threaten the safety for transportation vehicles such as school 
buses and emergency vehicles.   
 
Based on evidence from numerous scientific studies of swine CAFOs this proposed facility 
presents serious health risks to members of the surrounding community. Our public health 
concerns regarding the proposed swine facility include the following: 
 

1. The spread of infectious diseases to our families and community  
2. Groundwater and surface water pollution, and associated health impacts on 

community members 
3. Air pollution, odors, and associated health and social impacts on communities 

 
Industrial swine production has been linked to the spread of pathogens to surrounding 
communities. Studies suggest that pathogens may be transmitted by workers into their 
homes and communities, conveyed by runoff into ground and surface waters, blown out of 
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barns by ventilation systems, and spread to consumers via contaminated meat. Pathogens 
may also be transported by flies, wild birds, and animal transport vehicles. 
 
Disease transmission risks was documented in a 2013 study of nearly 450,000 
Pennsylvania residents which demonstrated that living near swine CAFOs or cropland 
where swine manure is spread was significantly associated with elevated rates of infection 
with methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and non-resistant skin and soft 
tissue infections. MRSA is an antibiotic-resistant pathogen that can be challenging and 
expensive to treat. In a similar study in Iowa, persons living closer to swine operations had 
a greater risk of colonization with MRSA. 
 
Industrial swine operations have a history of contaminating ground and surface waters 
with livestock wastes with the massive quantities of manure they generate. When waste is 
spread on fields (the usual method of disposal), the amounts often exceed what 
surrounding land can absorb. When manure is over-applied, the excess—along with 
chemical and bacterial contaminants—is transported by runoff into surface waters and 
may leach into groundwater.  
 
A study found swine feces nearly 2.5 times as prevalent in surface water downstream than 
upstream of swine operations, indicating poor sanitary quality of surface waters near 
industrial swine operations. 
 
Residents living near or downstream from confinement operations may be exposed to a 
range of waterborne contaminants, including nitrates, bacterial and viral pathogens, heavy 
metals, and veterinary pharmaceuticals. People may be exposed to these contaminants 
through the recreational use of contaminated surface water and the ingestion of 
contaminated drinking water, placing them at greater risk for adverse health outcomes. 
 
Chronic exposure to nitrates (naturally occurring in animal waste), for example, has been 
associated with increased risks for thyroid conditions, birth defects and other reproductive 
problems, diabetes, various cancers, and methemoglobinemia (blue baby syndrome), a 
potentially fatal condition among infants. This is of particular concern for Mercer County 
residents who rely on private wells for drinking water and household use. Our private 
wells are not monitored by government agencies to ensure safe levels of nutrients and 
pathogens. 
 
Industrial swine operations release air pollutants and odors, which are associated with 
health and social impacts.  These emissions have been linked to a range of airborne 
pollutants, including ammonia, hydrogen sulfide, and other gases emitted from animal 
waste; and airborne particulates, which may be comprised of dried feces, animal dander, 
fungal spores, and bacterial toxins.  
 
At least one in four workers in these operations are estimated to suffer from respiratory 
illness and neighbors are often exhibiting symptoms similar to swine CAFO workers. A 
growing body of evidence suggests residents living near animal confinement operations 
may also be at greater risk of respiratory illness. One study detected high concentrations of 
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particulate matter downwind from swine confinement operations, which was linked to 
wheezing, breathing difficulties, and eye, skin, and nasal irritation among residents of 
downwind communities. Indicators of air pollution (e.g., odors) from swine confinement 
operations have also been linked to asthma symptoms among students at nearby schools. 
 
Odors associated with air pollutants from confinement operations have been found to 
interfere with daily activities, quality of life, social gatherings, and community cohesion. In 
addition to the stigma and social disruption they often generate, odors from swine 
confinement operations have been associated with physiological and psychological effects, 
including high blood pressure, depression, anxiety, and sleep disturbances.  
 
A technical report for the Pew Commission report discussed various CAFO studies and 
found that: 
 
“Industrialization of animal agriculture leads to the reduced enjoyment of property 
and the deterioration of the surrounding landscape, which are reflected in declining 
home values and lowering of property tax assessments. Recurrent strong odors, the 
degradation of water bodies, and increased populations of flies are among the 
problems caused by CAFOS that make it intolerable for neighbors and their guests to 
participate in normal outdoor recreational activities or normal social activities in and 
around their homes.” 
 
(Pew Commission on Industrial Farm Animal Production, Community and Social 
Impacts of Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations,). 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
The Concerned Citizens and Farmers of Mercer County 
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infirmity.” The workgroup recommended more stringent CAFO permitting, limiting animal 
density per watershed, improving local control, mandating environmental impact 
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pollutants were found to be associated with blood pressure increases and reported stress, 
which could contribute to the development of chronic hypertension. 
 
48. Wing S, Horton RA, Marshall SW, et al. Air pollution and odor in communities near 
industrial swine operations. Environ Health Perspect. 2008;116(10):1362. 
 
Link: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18941579 This study quantified swine odor 
episodes reported by neighbors and the relationships of these episodes with 
environmental measurements to better understand how CAFO odors affect health and 
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